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SHALOM HOUSE 
Statement 

HON ROBIN SCOTT (Mining and Pastoral) [5.10 pm]: About a week and a half ago, I visited Shalom House — 

Several members interjected. 

The PRESIDENT: Order! Hon Robin Scott has the call and I would like to hear what he has to say. 

Hon ROBIN SCOTT: A week and a half ago, I visited Shalom House in the Swan Valley, which is run by 
Mr Peter Lyndon-James. I was interested in visiting Shalom House because it was stated in the newspaper that 
Peter was considering starting one of his drug rehabilitation centres in the regions, and in particular, in Kalgoorlie. 
I made an appointment to see Peter. 

Point of Order 
Hon MARTIN ALDRIDGE: Madam President, I understand that the government does not have business to see us 
through until the end of sitting today, but I bring to your attention that there is no minister of the Crown in the house. 

The PRESIDENT: Member, obviously the ministers have had to leave on urgent parliamentary business. I am 
sure that now that you have alerted people, somebody might return. We are in the middle of members’ statements. 
It is not uncommon for members to move in and out of the chamber during this time. There is no point of order. 

Statement Resumed 

Hon ROBIN SCOTT: I made an appointment to meet with Peter and was given the grand tour of his installation 
at Middle Swan. It was incredible to see how well set up it was. He explained to me the conditions of entry for 
anyone who wants to participate in the drug rehabilitation course. I was shown two of the houses in which he 
houses some of the participants. The two houses were absolutely spotless; you could eat your dinner off the floor. 
Many of the clients arrive with a pair of shorts and half a T-shirt. There they get showered and cleaned up and they 
are provided with clothes and shoes. Once they are in the system, they are given duties and responsibilities. The 
very first thing they are taught is to make their bed first in the morning. The reason for that is if they have a bad 
day at work or a bad day from withdrawal symptoms, they will have a clean, made bed and a clean room when 
they go to bed at night. This seems to give them a lot of satisfaction. They also have to help in the kitchen. They 
start by washing and drying the dishes. As they progress, they cook the meals and if they cannot cook, they are 
given a partner who shows them how to cook. That is another way of progressing. They are also given other 
domestic duties, such as cleaning and gardening. 

Hon Jim Chown: They also have to sign a consent form to hand over all their finances. 

Hon ROBIN SCOTT: Not all their finances—it is $300 a day. 

Hon Jim Chown: No, it’s everything. 

Hon ROBIN SCOTT: No, it is $300 a day. I had it explained to me. 

They go to work each day. Shalom has contracts with various companies and shires to do gardening, cleaning, 
maintenance and repair work. 

Everyone has to go to work every day. In the event that someone wants to throw their weight around, such as 
a big, heavyweight, tattooed guy, the answer is that staff will put him into a two-bed bedroom with a young guy, 
an 18-year-old, and they will put the 18-year-old in charge. That seems to calm them right down and bring them 
back to reality. They do church visits. They do not pick any particular denomination—they pick a different church, 
a different religion every Sunday. The rule is that when they go into the church, the clients have to sit between the 
parishioners. They are not allowed to sit in twos. There is a reason for that. It was explained to me when I rocked 
up there with a suit, shirt and tie on, and they considered me a nerd. These people who have been on drugs look at 
nerds and get very, very nervous around them. They go into the church, sit between the parishioners and talk to 
them. Most of the parishioners are also wearing suits and ties. It helps them to realise that they are no different 
from these churchgoers, who have their own problems. It makes it easier for them to communicate with the public 
when they are in a shopping centre or at work. 

Before clients graduate, they have to prove that they are drug free, their family relations have been repaired, they 
are debt free and they have a job. The main thrust of Shalom House’s teachings is to make people make the right 
decision, the right choice—to think and focus on the decisions and the choices that they make. If a person is offered 
drugs, before they take the drugs, they only have to ask themselves: Am I making the right decision? What will 
happen if I choose to go back on these drugs? If they think about it just for a little while, they realise that they are 
clear of drugs, and this wrong decision will knock them straight back to where they came from. 

Before I go, I would like to wish Hon Pierre Yang a good night tonight, and I hope he survives. 
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